
Attachment 3 

How much sodium sulfite can be used in the dry cure? 
 
Our goal is to have anglers fishing with eggs that do not contain more than 12 g sodium sulfite 
(SS) per kg of eggs (1.2% SS) inside the egg (i.e. after being cured). At this level, we estimate 
mortality will be less than 10% from a single encounter. 
  
Manufacturers should note that this threshold (1.2%) does not refer to the concentration of SS in 
the dry cure. This concentration will depend on the recommended rate of application. For 
example a manufacturer who recommends their cure be used at 1 part cure to 30 parts eggs (by 
weight) can have 3 times the amount of SS in their dry cure compared to a manufacturer who 
recommends applying at 1 part cure to 10 parts eggs. To determine how much SS (% by weight) 
you can use in a dry cure, use the following table (Table 1). First, determine what your 
recommended rate of application is (weight of cure to weight of eggs) in column 1, then read the 
% (by weight) of SS that can be included in the dry cure (column 2). 
 
Table 1. Relationship between the manufacturers recommended application rate and the recommended allowable % of sodium 
sulfite in the dry cure. 

Application 
ratio 
(cure:eggs)

% SS in 
cure (by 
weight) 

1:10 12.00%
1:12 14.40%
1:14 16.80%
1:16 19.20%
1:18 21.60%
1:20 24.00%
1:22 26.40%
1:24 28.80%
1:26 31.20%
1:28 33.60%
1:30 36.00%

 
 
Example: 
 
A manufacturer is mixing a 2 kg batch of dry cure (to later cure eggs with). The manufacturer 
recommends using 1 part dry cure to 20 parts eggs. Based on this application rate, the dry cure 
can contain 24% SS by weight (see table). 2 kg x 24% = 0.48 kg (480 g). So, the manufacturer 
can include 480 g SS for every 2 kg batch of dry cure, provided that the cure is applied at 1:20 
(cure:eggs) as outlined above. 
 
A manufacturer is mixing a 5 kg batch of dry cure (to later cure eggs with). The manufacturer 
recommends using 1 part dry cure to 26 parts eggs. Based on this application rate, the dry cure 
can contain 31.20% SS by weight (see table). 5 kg x 31.20% = 1.56 kg. So, the manufacturer can 
include 1.56 kg SS for every 5 kg batch of dry cure, provided that the cure is applied at 1:26 as 
outlined above. 
 


